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Whereas the decline in water level of the 

Dead Sea has resulted in significant environ-
mental damage, including loss of freshwater 
springs, river bed erosion, and over 1,000 
sinkholes; 

Whereas mismanagement has resulted in 
the dumping of sewage, fish pond runoff, and 
salt water into the Jordan River and has led 
to the pollution of the Jordan River with ag-
ricultural and industrial effluents; 

Whereas the World Monuments Fund has 
listed the Jordan River as one of the world’s 
100 most endangered sites; 

Whereas widespread consensus exists re-
garding the need to address the degradation 
of the Jordan River and the Dead Sea; 

Whereas the Governments of Jordan and 
Israel, as well as the Palestinian Authority 
(the ‘‘Beneficiary Parties’’), working to-
gether in an unusual and welcome spirit of 
cooperation, have attempted to address the 
Dead Sea water level crisis by articulating a 
shared vision of the Red Sea-Dead Sea Water 
Conveyance Concept; 

Whereas Binyamin Ben Eliezar, the Min-
ister of National Infrastructure of Israel, has 
said, ‘‘The Study is an excellent example for 
cooperation, peace, and conflict reduction. 
Hopefully it will become the first of many 
such cooperative endeavors’’; 

Whereas Mohammed Mustafa, the Eco-
nomic Advisor for the Palestinian Authority, 
has said, ‘‘This cooperation will bring 
wellbeing for the peoples of the region, par-
ticularly Palestine, Jordan, and Israel . . . 
We pray that this type of cooperation will be 
a positive experience to deepen the notion of 
dialogue to reach solutions on all other 
tracks’’; 

Whereas Zafer al-Alem, the former Water 
Minister of Jordan, has said, ‘‘This project is 
a unique chance to deepen the meaning of 
peace in the region and work for the benefit 
of our peoples’’; 

Whereas the Red Sea-Dead Sea Water Con-
veyance Concept envisions a 110-mile pipe-
line from the Red Sea to the Dead Sea that 
would descend approximately 1,300 feet cre-
ating an opportunity for hydroelectric power 
generation and desalination, as well as the 
restoration of the Dead Sea; 

Whereas some have raised legitimate ques-
tions regarding the feasibility and environ-
mental impact of the Red Sea-Dead Sea 
Water Conveyance Concept; 

Whereas the Beneficiary Parties have 
asked the World Bank to oversee a feasi-
bility study and an environmental and social 
assessment whose purpose is to conclusively 
answer these questions; 

Whereas the Red Sea-Dead Sea Water Con-
veyance Concept would not address the deg-
radation of the Jordan River; 

Whereas the Beneficiary Parties could ad-
dress the degradation of the Jordan River by 
designing a comprehensive strategy that in-
cludes tangible steps related to water con-
servation, desalination, and the management 
of sewage and agricultural and industrial 
effluents; and 

Whereas Israel and the Palestinian Author-
ity are expected to hold high-level meetings 
in Washington in November 2007 to seek an 
enduring solution to the Arab-Israeli crisis: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) calls the world’s attention to the seri-

ous and potentially irreversible degradation 
of the Jordan River and the Dead Sea; 

(2) applauds the cooperative manner with 
which the Governments of Israel and Jordan, 
as well as the Palestinian Authority (the 
‘‘Beneficiary Parties’’), have worked to ad-
dress the declining water level and quality of 
the Dead Sea and other water-related chal-
lenges in the region; 

(3) supports the Beneficiary Parties’ efforts 
to assess the environmental, social, health, 

and economic impacts, costs, and feasibility 
of the Red Sea-Dead Sea Water Conveyance 
Concept in comparison to alternative pro-
posals; 

(4) encourages the Governments of Israel 
and Jordan, as well as the Palestinian Au-
thority, to continue to work in a spirit of co-
operation as they address the region’s seri-
ous water challenges; 

(5) urges Israel, Jordan, and the Pales-
tinian Authority to develop a comprehensive 
strategy to rectify the degradation of the 
Jordan River; and 

(6) hopes the spirit of cooperation mani-
fested by the Beneficiary Parties in their 
search for a solution to the Dead Sea water 
crisis might serve as a model for addressing 
the degradation of the Jordan River, as well 
as a model of peace and cooperation for the 
upcoming meetings in Washington between 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority as they 
seek to resolve long-standing disagreements 
and to develop a durable solution to the 
Arab-Israeli crisis. 

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I rise to 
introduce a resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding the deg-
radation of the Jordan River and the 
Dead Sea and welcoming cooperation 
between the peoples of Israel, Jordan 
and Palestine. 

The Jordan River and the Dead Sea 
are bodies of water of exceptional his-
toric, religious, cultural, economic, 
and environmental importance for the 
Middle East and the world. However, 
both the Jordan River and Dead Sea 
face serious problems. The govern-
ments of Israel and Jordan, as well as 
the Palestinian Authority, have 
worked together in an unusual and wel-
come spirit of cooperation to address 
many of the water challenges con-
fronting the region. The Senate ap-
plauds this cooperation and urges 
Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian Au-
thority to continue to work in a spirit 
of cooperation as they address the deg-
radation of the Jordan River and Dead 
Sea. 

Furthermore, the Senate hopes this 
cooperation might serve as a model for 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority as 
they prepare to meet in Washington 
this fall to seek a durable solution to 
the Arab-Israeli crisis. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 335—RECOG-
NIZING THAT THE OCCURRENCE 
OF PROSTATE CANCER IN AFRI-
CAN AMERICAN MEN HAS 
REACHED EPIDEMIC PROPOR-
TIONS AND URGING FEDERAL 
AGENCIES TO ADDRESS THAT 
HEALTH CRISIS BY DESIG-
NATING FUNDS FOR EDUCATION, 
AWARENESS OUTREACH, AND 
RESEARCH SPECIFICALLY FO-
CUSED ON HOW THAT DISEASE 
AFFECTS AFRICAN AMERICAN 
MEN 
Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr. CARDIN, 

Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. DURBIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions: 

S. RES. 335 

Whereas the incidence of prostate cancer 
in African American men is 60 percent higher 

than any other racial or ethnic group in the 
United States; 

Whereas African American men have the 
highest mortality rate of any ethnic and ra-
cial group in the United States, dying at a 
rate that is 140 percent higher than other 
ethnic and racial groups; 

Whereas that rate of mortality represents 
the largest disparity of mortality rates in 
any of the major cancers; 

Whereas prostate cancer can be cured with 
early detection and the proper treatment, re-
gardless of the ethnic or racial group of the 
cancer patient; 

Whereas African Americans are more like-
ly to be diagnosed earlier in age and at a 
later stage of cancer progression than for all 
other ethnic and racial groups, thereby lead-
ing to lower cure rates and lower chances of 
survival; and 

Whereas, according to a paper published in 
the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, researchers from the Dana Farber 
Cancer Institute and Harvard Medical School 
have discovered a variant of a small segment 
of the human genome that accounts for the 
higher risk of prostate cancer in African 
American men: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes that prostate cancer has cre-

ated a health crisis for African American 
men; and 

(2) urges Federal agencies to designate ad-
ditional funds for— 

(A) research to address and attempt to end 
the health crisis created by prostate cancer; 
and 

(B) efforts relating to education, aware-
ness, and early detection at the grassroots 
levels to end that health crisis. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, today, I 
am reintroducing a Senate resolution 
to raise awareness of the prostate can-
cer crisis that exists among African- 
American men. This resolution chal-
lenges Congress to provide the funds 
necessary to increase research funding, 
prevent and fight the disease, and to 
encourage African-American men to 
get screened. 

For me, this is personal. I am a pros-
tate cancer survivor, and my experi-
ence opened my eyes to the horrific 
disparities in prevention, treatment, 
and long-term prognosis for prostate 
cancer in the African-American com-
munity. I learned a lot from my friend 
Tom Farrington. Tom and I are both 
lucky. We were diagnosed with pros-
tate cancer—and we got cured. Our fa-
thers weren’t so lucky. Prostate cancer 
took them away from us. But once I 
got well, and once T om got well, we 
started learning more and more, and a 
statistic that stays with me and with 
Tom, who is African American, speaks 
volumes. African-American men are 80 
percent more likely to die of prostate 
cancer than White men. Prostate can-
cer is the second leading cause of can-
cer related death for African-American 
men, who have the highest incidence 
and mortality rate due to prostate can-
cer of any ethnic or racial group. Afri-
can-American men are dying at a rate 
of 140 percent—almost 21⁄2 times—high-
er than other groups. That is the larg-
est disparity for any major cancer. I 
started digging more and discovered 
the unacceptable apartheid of health 
care in America— and I believe that 
just as the doctrine of ‘‘separate but 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES12294 September 27, 2007 
equal’’ was wrong in education, i t is 
wrong in health care. The quality of 
health care should never depend on the 
color of any American’s skin. 

Epidemic levels of prostate cancer 
amongst African Americans have not 
changed. We all need to work together 
to support those suffering from pros-
tate cancer and to encourage regular 
screening and early detection. It is a 
tragedy that so many Af rican-Amer-
ican men are dying today from treat-
able illnesses they don’t discover until 
it is too late—and righting this wrong 
is a matter of social justice as well as 
public policy. 

I urge every Member of Congress to 
support this resolution. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 336—RECOG-
NIZING AND HONORING THE 20 
YEARS OF SERVICE AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF DR. JAMES HAD-
LEY BILLINGTON AS LIBRARIAN 
OF CONGRESS 

Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. LEAHY, 
Mr. LUGAR, Mr. WEBB, Mr. REID, Mr. 
CONRAD, Mr. DODD, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. STEVENS, 
Mr. LOTT, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. ROBERTS, 
Mr. BENNETT, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. COLE-
MAN, and Mr. BUNNING) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 336 

Whereas Dr. James H. Billington was nom-
inated to be the 13th Librarian of Congress 
by President Ronald Reagan in 1987, and was 
confirmed by the Senate and sworn in as Li-
brarian of Congress on September 14, 1987; 

Whereas the world renowned collections of 
the Library of Congress, the largest and 
most comprehensive in history, have grown 
by almost 50,000,000 items since Dr. 
Billington became Librarian, totaling more 
than 135,000,000 today; 

Whereas, during Dr. Billington’s tenure, 
the Library of Congress modernized its col-
lection through the creation of the National 
Digital Library Program, the American 
Memory program, THOMAS, and the World 
Digital Library; 

Whereas the Librarian created the first 
ever private sector philanthropic and advi-
sory group, The Madison Council, to spear-
head countless programs for the Library and 
assist in its funding efforts; 

Whereas the Library of Congress has suc-
cessfully acquired the 1507 Martin 
Waldseemuller map, the Martin Carson col-
lection of early Americana, the Jay Kislak 
early Americas collection, and has also con-
tinued the preservation of Library collec-
tions and promoted cultural and educational 
outreach programs through the added assist-
ance of private contributions and in-kind 
gifts collected during Dr. Billington’s tenure; 

Whereas, during James Billington’s Librar-
ianship, the Library of Congress has dis-
played its treasures and those of other Na-
tions in more than 300 spectacular and en-
riching exhibitions at the Library and on its 
Internet website; 

Whereas, during Dr. Billington’s tenure, 
the Library of Congress has been a leader in 
the library world in establishing systems to 
protect vast collections such as the National 
Recording Registry and the National Digital 
Information Infrastructure and Preservation 

Program, developing cutting edge preserva-
tion developments to maintain and protect 
multiple format collections for future gen-
erations, and also ensuring the security of 
staff, researchers, and visitors; 

Whereas the Kluge Center at the Library of 
Congress was established during the Librar-
ian’s tenure to foster mutually enriching 
interaction between the scholarly world and 
policy makers and supports the $1,000,000 
Kluge Prize honoring lifetime achievements 
in the humanities; 

Whereas the Library of Congress Thomas 
Jefferson and John Adams buildings were re-
stored by Congress over a multi-year period 
and reopened to the public in 1997, restoring 
in particular the century-old Jefferson 
Building to its former glory as one of the 
most beautiful buildings in America; 

Whereas Dr. Billington has overseen the 
consolidation of the Library’s recorded 
sound and moving images in a large-scale 
digital storage archive at the Packard Cam-
pus for Audio-Visual Conservation, which 
was constructed through a unique private- 
public partnership with the Packard Human-
ities Institute; 

Whereas the Library of Congress and First 
Lady Laura Bush instituted and have co- 
sponsored the very popular National Book 
Festival annually since 2001, celebrating the 
joy of reading and the creativity of Amer-
ica’s writers and illustrators; 

Whereas the programs of the Library of 
Congress, including the National Digital Li-
brary which processed over 5,000,000,000 
transactions in 2006 alone, have made freely 
available to the American people millions of 
historical items in the Library’s incom-
parable collection through online databases, 
including 11,000,000 rare primary source ma-
terials from its collection, to invigorate and 
promote lifelong learning in every locality 
in the United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes and 
honors the 20 years of service and contribu-
tions of Dr. James Hadley Billington as Li-
brarian of Congress. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3076. Mr. LEVIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska 
(for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for 
military activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and for de-
fense activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

SA 3077. Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and 
Mr. MCCAIN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 2011 
proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. 
LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra. 

SA 3078. Mr. OBAMA (for himself, Mr. 
BOND, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs. 
MCCASKILL, and Mr. SANDERS) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON 
of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 
1585, supra. 

SA 3079. Mr. BINGAMAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON 
of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 
1585, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3080. Mr. WEBB (for himself, Mrs. 
MCCASKILL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. TESTER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. CARPER, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. JOHNSON, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
HARKIN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. DODD, Ms. LAN-

DRIEU, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. BAYH, Mr. PRYOR, 
Mr. BYRD, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
LAUTENBERG, Mr. REED, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
Mr. SALAZAR, and Mr. HAGEL) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON 
of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 
1585, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3081. Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself, 
Mr. DODD, Mr. COBURN, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. FEIN-
GOLD, Mr. WEBB, and Mrs. MCCASKILL) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. 
NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the 
bill H.R. 1585, supra. 

SA 3082. Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mr. 
BYRD, Mr. BOND, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. WEBB, 
and Mr. BURR) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 2011 
proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. 
LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3083. Mr. BAYH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska 
(for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3084. Mr. BAYH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska 
(for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3085. Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Ms. 
COLLINS) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 2011 pro-
posed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. 
LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3086. Mrs. DOLE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska 
(for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3087. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. MCCAIN) 
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. 
NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the 
bill H.R. 1585, supra. 

SA 3088. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. MCCAIN) 
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. 
NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the 
bill H.R. 1585, supra. 

SA 3089. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. MCCAIN) 
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. 
NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the 
bill H.R. 1585, supra. 

SA 3090. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. MCCAIN) 
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. 
NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the 
bill H.R. 1585, supra. 

SA 3091. Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself, Mr. 
WARNER, and Mr. COLEMAN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill H.R. 1585, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3092. Mr. CHAMBLISS (for himself and 
Mr. ISAKSON) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 2011 
proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. 
LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3093. Mr. CHAMBLISS (for himself, Mr. 
HATCH, and Mr. ISAKSON) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON 
of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 
1585, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3094. Mrs. BOXER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska 
(for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3095. Ms. LANDRIEU submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
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